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Summary

The world 1s undergoing rapid developments in the field of international
commercial dispute resolution, where foreign arbitral awards have emerged as a
central mechanism due to their flexibility, efficiency, and neutrality. Yet, these
awards only achieve their true effectiveness when they are enforceable across
different jurisdictions a principle enshrined in the 1958 New York Convention,
which Kuwait acceded to under Law No. 10 of 1978. Despite this accession, the
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in Kuwait continues to face a number of
legal and practical challenges, most notably the absence of a comprehensive
national legislation aligned with international standards, coupled with divergent
judicial interpretations of key concepts such as “public policy” and “procedural
formalities.”

This study seeks to critically analyze the legal framework governing the
enforcement of foreign arbitral awards in Kuwait by examining the relevant
provisions of the Code of Civil and Commercial Procedure and Law No. 11 of
1995 on Arbitration, and by comparing them with Kuwait’s obligations under the
New York Convention. It also addresses judicial applications issued by Kuwaiti
courts, assessing their approaches toward the enforcement of foreign awards, while
highlighting areas of harmony between judicial practice, national legislation, and
international standards, as well as the opportunities they present for strengthening
and furthering harmonization.

The study adopts an analytical and critical methodology, drawing on
comparative legal analysis where appropriate, and concludes with a set of

legislative and institutional recommendations aimed at enhancing the efficiency of
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enforcing foreign arbitral awards in Kuwait, thereby fostering a secure and
attractive legal environment for foreign investment.

Keywords: International Commercial Arbitration, Enforcement of
Foreign Awards, New York Convention 1958, Kuwaiti Law, Public Policy,
Kuwaiti Judiciary, Arbitrators, Arbitral Institutions, E-Arbitration, Comparative
Legislation, International Arbitration Centers, Digital Transformation, Legal

Reform, Recognition of Arbitral Awards, Foreign Investment.
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